UNEP GMEF 

The Governing Council (GC) is a week long forum, which takes place biannually at UNEP headquarters. Its during the Governing Council (GC) that governments make decisions about UNEP's work programme . The last Governing Council took place in February 2003. Governments adopted the UNEP budget for the next biennium (2004-2005). They also made about 40 Decisions of a global nature, for UNEP, in relation to the Johannesburg plan of implementation WSSD like the Global Marine Assessment and environmental law. 
Since 2000, because of the increasing pressure on natural resources and subsequent environmental degradation, Governments decided to organise Special Sessions in between the UNEP Governing Council (GC) meetings – the 3-day Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GC/GMEF). The aim of GMEF is to provide an open forum where Ministers can exchange policy views on the environment, in search of a common understanding. The Agenda normally follows world environmental policy discussion issues. The 8th Special Session of the GC/GMEF will be held 29-31 March 2004 and will focus on the topics for the 12th Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development, namely water, sanitation and human settlements
